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1. Introduction 

Nantwich Town - A small market town in south Cheshire, Nantwich grew through its key role in the salt 
trade.  The name “Nantwich” dates back to Saxon times, “Nant” meaning Vale by a riverside, and “Wich” 
meaning a place where salt is found.  
 
The town is second only to Chester in the county for its wealth of historic buildings and today still retains 
much of its ancient character, attracting shoppers and visitors from all over the world.  Nantwich is nestled 
between the railway town of Crewe and a rural hinterland of dairy farming landscape which gives rise to the 
famous Cheshire cheese.  The town hosts a number of festivals including; Words and Music, Jazz and Blues 
and Food and Drink.  The town still holds a thrice weekly market, held mainly within the old Market Hall, and 
regular Farmers’, Antiques and Craft Markets held in the town square.  
 
“The town must benefit enormously from the efforts of the “In Bloom” group.”  RHS Britain in Bloom 
judges 

2. Nantwich in Bloom 
 
Nantwich in Bloom, NiB, is a local, not-for-profit organisation comprising some 30 volunteers who give freely 
of time and energy to enhance our already beautiful town for the benefit of residents and visitors alike. We 
also encourage the wider community to assist and take pride in our efforts.   
 
Nantwich in Bloom operates through a committee comprising:- 
 

Chair:  Sue Sherwood   
Vice Chairs: Tom Deans, Mark Betteley 
Secretary: Hilary Slack        
Treasurer Penny Rowlinson 
Members Malcolm Reid, Douglas Bowyer-Bates, Gina Haigh, Cath Bradshaw, Judy Stafford-Watson, 

Stuart Bostock, Sheryl Birtles (Nantwich Town Council), Ruth Southall  
 

 

Receiving our Gold award from Mel Kirby (NW in Bloom) 
 
 
Our group was established nearly 50 years ago and for some time we concentrated our efforts mainly on   
displays of annual flowers.  The creation of a colourful and attractive town centre is still very important to us 
and our floral displays draw favourable comment from local people and visitors. We have however added to 
our activities by embracing a commitment to the environment and have increased the use of sustainable 
planting in our displays. We now grow more of our own plants, as well as making greater use of recycled 
materials.  Following on from our peat free compost trials last year, we are now fully committed to using peat 
free composts in all our planters and containers. It should be noted that baskets supplied to us ready 
filled may contain peat based compost.  



 

 

Involving the local community is very important to us: in addition to our own group activities such as planting, 
weeding, watering and general maintenance we have representatives working alongside many community 
groups and taking part in events throughout the town.  
 
We have recently attended the Town’s “Societies Spectacular” event to showcase our activities. 
 

 
 
We were fortunate to have two of our members recognized by the Town Council for our work within the 
community and they were presented with the town’s “Salt of the Earth” award.  
 

                
 

3. Achievements and competitions 
 
Nantwich with the support of the Town Council and the local community have regularly entered into the RHS 
“Britain in Bloom” competitions and have won awards, particularly in the North West, on numerous occasions. 
 
For the last 11 years we have been awarded Gold status by The North West in Bloom judges and last year 
2021 we were further classified as the joint best town in the NW. 
In 2011, when we were nominated to represent the North West in the RHS national finals of the “Britain in 
Bloom” competition, we were awarded a Silver Gilt. 
 
In 2013 we achieved the coveted Biodiversity award by NW in Bloom. 
 
As early as 1975 the town represented Great Britain in the “Entente Florale” competition, achieving runner 
up in the International Town section.   
 
  



 

 

NiB, as adopters for Nantwich Railway  
Station have won many awards over the  
years and again in 2021 we were  
awarded the Cheshire Best kept Station.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NiB received this year’s “Eco Warrier” award from  
Morrisons Supermarket. 

 
 

 
 
 

4. Horticulture – criteria A1 ,A2 ,A3 ,A4, B3, C1 

Nantwich in Bloom undertakes horticultural work, on a voluntary basis, for Nantwich Town Council. We share 
responsibilities with the town’s main contractor ANSA, a company set up to provide environmental services 
for Cheshire East Council.  

NiB, on behalf of Nantwich Town Council facilitate the entry into the NW in Bloom annual competition.  

A taste of the variety of our work is given below: 
 
Permanent Planting 
We are building on the progress made in recent years and advice from 
the RHS in developing sustainable and bee, pollinator and wildlife 
friendly planting within our larger beds. This strategy has in particular 
been used within our town centre, railway station and “Welcome to 
Nantwich” beds located on the outskirts of the town. This year we have 
dedicated our 2 large planters in front of the church to sustainable 
planting. 

 
Winter and Spring Planting 
Our winter/spring planting of beds, tubs and borders commences in October,  provide colourful displays of 
Bellis, Wallflowers, Pansies, Polyanthus and Primulas which later complement the spring flowering Daffodil 
and Tulip bulbs. The flowers shown in the photograph below have all been saved from the previous year and 
nurtured on our allotment ready for the spring display. The sways of daffodils appear around our parks and 
riverside areas year after year. 
 

 



 

 

Summer Planting 
 
This year our summer planting alone consists of:  

• over 3000 plants, annual and sustainable 
• over 80 hanging baskets and hay mangers 
• approximately 70 planters and troughs 

 
The summer bedding displays allow us plenty of scope to design and develop themes and colour schemes.  
Our main beds are located within the town square, and the library. This year we have developed different 
themes within the town, with focus on the Queens Platinum Jubilee and Flags of the Commonwealth 
countries. 
 
Town Centre Bed (on judging route) 
 
This bed has also been planted to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee 
 
Many of the sustainable plants have been grown by ourselves or saved from last year and nurtured on our 
allotment, these include Dahlia, Canna and Fuchsia. 
 

      
   Centre bed, work in progress and completed 
 
Jubilee Bed (on judging route) 
 
In honour of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee and tying in with the Town Council’s ideas for 
the centre of town, Nantwich in Bloom’s planting themes for summer 2022 focus on ’Crown and 
Commonwealth’. Displays include a ‘Platinum bed’ featuring white plants with touches of purple, and here 
once again we have endeavoured to be as environmentally friendly and sustainable as possible.   
 
Several perennial plants have been nurtured over the winter on our allotment and reused here, and roughly 
30% of the annual plants have been raised from seed. When the bed is dismantled in autumn (every year it 
is the site for the town’s Christmas tree) we will again save the perennials for use elsewhere. 
 
 

 
  



 

 

Library Bed (on judging route) 
 
This bed has been planted by ANSA with an emblem of a crown to celebrate the Queens jubilee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Containers (on judging route) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June last year we replaced our old wooden planters at the front of the church with new steel planters, and 
due to time constraints we planted them with annual plants. This year however we have used sustainable 
planting to add colour and maintain interest for many years to come. 
 
Church Well Octagonal Planters -   criteria A1, A2, A3, A4, B1, B3, C2, (on judging route) 
 
Members of the local WI, Dabber Dames and members of the Crewe & Nantwich U3A, have sponsored 
and planted the planters within the church well. 
 
   

    
  



 

 

Civic Hall Planting (on judging route) 
 
The bed located outside the front of the Civic Hall along with its 
baskets and tubs are planted and maintained by members of 
the town council staff, who work inside the hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The John Gerard Herb Planter - criteria A3, B1, C1, C2 
(on judging route) 
 
NiB tend a planter dedicated to the renowned herbalist and plantsman John  
Gerard, born in Nantwich in 1545.  This is situated outside the Museum and we  
change the focus of the display every year.  Recent contents have featured herbs  
historically used in the household and kitchen; herbs used for domestic and 
commercial dyeing; and herbs with properties to support health and wellbeing.   
 
This year we have installed plants and herbs traditionally used to aid memory and cognitive wellbeing.  This 
is in celebration of our community links with Dementia Friendly Nantwich, based at the museum, and the 
local Thursday Club support group for people with dementia, their family and friends. 
 
A leaflet explaining the plants in the John Gerard planter is produced annually and is available to local 
visitors to pick up when visiting the town or Museum. 
 
Railway Station – criteria A1, A2, A3, A4, C2 (on judging route) 
 
We were delighted to receive a Gold award from Cheshire Best Kept Stations for the In Bloom Category. 
The Wheel Bed and Herb Bed on the Station have grown well since last year with sustainable planting and 
this will be added to for future maintained growth. 
 
We planted a Jubilee Crown in the Flower Bed for this celebratory year and this has added colour and 
interest when entering the Station on the Crewe platform. 
 
Last year a new solar watering system was installed at the railway station to ensure that the hanging 
baskets are automatically watered in this harsh environment. This water is supplied via rainwater butts which 
are supplemented with water from St Anne’s Catholic Church, the Indian Restaurant and NTC in times of 
drought. 
 
More sustainable and colourful planting is planned for next year. 
 
Jubilee Crown        Volunteers at work 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 

Allotments – criteria A1, A2, A4, B3, C1 (on judging route) 
 
The town has four traditional allotment sites and in autumn 2019 NiB were excited to be given the opportunity 
to take on an allotment plot on the town’s Brookfield site.  This meant we could realise a long-held ambition 
to enhance our green credentials by 
 

• propagating and raising, without the use of any herbicides or pesticides, a significant percentage of 

plants used in our designs 

• improving sustainability by ‘rehoming’ and tending plants so that                                                   

they can be used again in later seasons’ designs 

• making compost and mulch 

• using rainwater whenever possible  

• continue planting to benefit bees, pollinators and wildlife 

• using reclaimed/recycled materials 

• extending our contacts in the local community 

• improving our own horticultural knowledge and practical skills 

Nantwich Community Orchard -  criteria A1, A2, A3, A4, B1, C1, C2, C3(on judging route) 
 
The orchard was established in 2008 and now consists of forty-eight trees – mainly apple varieties (29 
different cultivars in total), plus several pear and plum trees. The emphasis has been on the planting of 
traditional varieties, to help with their preservation, including some particular to Cheshire and the NW. 
  
Three additions have been made this year: 
 
A “Liset” crab apple, gifted by Dabber Dames (Nantwich WI) 
A “Bee Bench”, an old variety gifted by a Staffordshire resident 
A “Discovery Apple”, planted by Reaseheath college in celebration of their centenary 
.  
The on-site information regarding the fruit types and varieties is complemented by a more in-depth guide, 
providing details about the characteristics of the fruit, and the history and names of the varieties. This is 
available through our website. 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  



 

 

5. Environmental Responsibility -  criteria A3, B1, B2, B3 
The Town Council with support from NiB, Sustainable Nantwich, ANSA and the Town Council’s Climate 
Change working group, have ceased the use of herbicides or pesticides within the town and are trialing 
the use of Vinegar based weed control. In the meantime we continue to hand weed and strim problem 
areas. The implementation of reduced and no mow areas particularly within parks and recreation areas is 
continuing throughout the season. 
 
Following on from our peat free compost trials last year, we are now fully committed to using peat free 
composts in all our planters and containers. It should be noted that baskets supplied to us ready filled 
may contain peat based compost.  
 
The town council’s watering contractor, ANSA, uses a sustainable/recyclable water supply for the watering 
of beds, troughs and baskets throughout the town. 
 
Nantwich One Plan – criteria A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, C2, C3 
 
Nantwich in Bloom plays a key role in improving the town's greenspaces for people and for biodiversity. As 
a member of the Town Council's Climate Change Action Group working closely with Sustainable Nantwich, 
the Town Partnership, Cheshire East Council and the Cheshire Wildlife Trust. As a united community we 
are busy bringing together an integrated management plan for the towns Greenspaces - our One Plan. 
 The group has met regularly to discuss environmental issues including management of all 13 “Green 
Areas” within the geographic boundaries of the town.  Cheshire East’s objective is to seek local support in 
the management of these areas. 
 
This year a team of volunteers from all of the town's community groups  
have together planted thousands of hedgerow and tree saplings along  
the River Weaver, in Brookfield and Barony Parks, creating a network of  
wildlife corridors across the town. We have planted wildflower strips and  
left large areas of parkland to re-wild themselves through a no-mow policy. 

 
 
Individual management plans for both parks are being developed and  
delivered by the partnership. 
 
Central to this programme is the interface with the NHS and health and  
social care partners - developing the town's greenspaces as therapeutic  
spaces, where people can enjoy the health benefits of gardening and nature. 
   
 
One such Green area is Coed Wen, a wooded 5 acre area 
originally planted in 2004 by local schoolchildren and community 
groups including NiB. NiB have now taken on the lead role in 
managing this important woodland and wildlife habitat.  Recently 
we have undertaken a survey of the Ash trees in the area, 
reporting to Cheshire East the number of trees (40 approx.) 
affected by the Ash Dieback disease.  We have also written a 
report for the environmental agency concerning the erosion of the 
river bank which borders the woodland. 
 
The woodland is used by many different groups including 
schoolchildren, for educational purposes, dog walkers, nature 
lovers, including a butterfly recording group and Cheshire Wildlife 
Trust’s Wellbeing Group who meet every Tuesday in the wood. 
We in conjunction with sustainable Nantwich are currently 
organising an evening\ night event to undertake a moth survey.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Lakeside Community Copse – criteria  A1, A3, B1, B2 (on judging route) 
 
NiB have recently planted some 22 young native  
Tree saplings which have been transferred from  
Coed Wen and replanted in an area adjacent to  
Nantwich Lake. 
 
This small copse will serve in remembrance of the  
hardships suffered by our local community during  
the coronavirus pandemic.  The copse has recently  
been named by the community as the Lakeside 
Community Copse.  
 

 
 
 
The Growing Health Community Garden – criteria C2, B2, B3 (on judging route) 
 
The Growing Health Community Garden project has converted an allotment to an organic raised bed 
community garden, complete with polytunnel. Dedicated volunteers have worked for a year to bring the 
project to life - offering a friendly and secure place where people can recover their sense of well-being and 
health post Covid. It really is transforming lives. 
 
The project has been such a success that the Town Council and Sustainable Nantwich have been 
shortlisted for National Lottery Funding for a Social Prescribing Garden Co-ordinator for two years. This 
post will act as a catalyst to bring all the town's green spaces into growing community health and well-
being. 
 
Restoration of the Willow feature – criteria B1, B2, B3 
 
This year working parties of Riverside volunteers have continued to pollard the more mature willows in the 
willow feature to provide material to reinforce the woven willow boundary hedge and also to create new 
habitat piles to receive old prunings, nettle roots and brash. 
 
Native foxgloves and teasel plants grown from seed were planted in 2021 along with spring flowering 
primroses and violets. 30 different species of native plants including wildflower species were identified 
within the feature in a survey taken in spring 2022.  More native plants have been recently recorded such 
as Water Figwort, host to the mullein moth caterpillar. 
 
Future plans are to remove more nettles to allow other native plants to grow, maintain the paths through the 
feature and create more willow structures such as arches and tunnels within the area. 
 
 
       Foxgloves and teasel next to Willow tunnel                           Habitat pile in progress  
 
  



 

 

6. Community Participation – C2 
 
Nantwich in Bloom does not work in isolation but alongside many other community groups in the town. The 
aims and objectives of these groups are similarly aligned and so the overall effect of their combined efforts 
is greater than if each worked alone. We have undertaken talks at fundraising events for a number of local 
groups, U3A and Rotary Club being two such organisations. 
 
Nantwich Partnership 
The Nantwich Partnership was formed in 2014 to discuss and plan aspects of the town development and 
arrange funding for projects and includes representatives from Nantwich Town Council, Cheshire East 
Council, the Church, the Civic Society and NiB. 
 
Nantwich Litter Pickers 
NiB have a close relationship with Nantwich Litter Group, a well-established group which has monthly picks. 
A second group, Nantwich Litter Action, was set up in 2020, whose volunteers mainly pick on their own 
initiative, with occasional group picks.  Both groups support NiB to ensure that the town looks its very best 
throughout the year.  
 
Nantwich Civic Society 
The Nantwich Civic Society has been established for over 50 years and forms a vital link between the Town 
Council and the community.   
 
Areas of School involvement – C1, C2 
 
There are six primary schools in the Nantwich area: 
 
Weaver Primary School 
St Anne’s Catholic Primary School 
Nantwich Academy 
Millfields Primary School 
Highfield Primary School 
Pear Tree Primary 
 
The primary schools in Nantwich continue to be  
very keen to take part in NiB initiatives. 
 
For the fifth year we have invited them to take part in a  
“Planted Pot Project” where a pot is decorated and planted  
up. This year we are celebrating the Platinum Jubilee.  
 
In the interests of sustainability and environmental responsibility  
we invited the children to reuse last year’s pot.  We have supplied  
them with peat free compost and seed to produce flowers in shades of red, white and blue. 
 
Following on from this project we will attend an assembly at each school to present our Green Fingers award 
certificates. We will also present them with a variety of bulbs to cheer their pots up in spring. 
 
NiB often work with school groups, alongside other community groups, and have been invited to sow seeds, 
plant native wildflowers and install insect hotels and Bee houses, to instill an appreciation of the environment 
in our youngsters.  
 
  



 

 

Communities – Criteria C1, C2 
 
Planting Workshops for Dementia Support Groups 
 
We ran planting workshops, where all plants and material were provided by Nantwich in Bloom for two local 
Dementia Friends support groups in autumn 21,  when the members planted spring flowering bulbs, topped 
with some winter bedding plants in decorated large pots. These were displayed outside their meeting 
venues, Nantwich Museum and St Mary’s Parish Hall. 
 
The workshops were repeated in early summer 2022 when the winter bedding was removed from the pots 
and members of the groups chose plants from a selection of summer bedding for their display to celebrate 
the Jubilee. Packets of Calendula seed from RHS Community Programme were distributed to one group for 
sowing at home, and cornflower seed from Morrisons to the second group. 
  
 

          
 

Planting a painted cupboard      Planting a pot 
 

      
 
7. Future Aspirations – criteria C1 
 
In this ever-changing environment, Nantwich in Bloom realises that it too needs to keep moving forward Last 
year we wrote a future planning document with short, medium and longer term proposals which should 
help us going forward. A number of items have already been actioned. 

 The following points are under consideration presently: 
 

• Using more sustainable planting, for example using plants that require less watering, are more 
drought tolerant and by planting herbaceous perennials and herbs rather than just annual bedding 
plants.  

• Further co ordination with the local environmental and wildlife groups, with particular emphasis on the 
Nantwich  Greenspaces - One Plan.      

• Continuing our work and educate local schoolchildren in understanding aspects of horticulture and 
assist in planting to attract wildlife. 

• Work with Nantwich Town Council to help implement their Climate Change strategy. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

8. Sponsorship, Finance and Acknowledgements – criteria C3 
 
Our main sponsor Nantwich Town Council continues to support us financially with an annual grant whilst 
also offering us maintenance and administrative support, in particular the management of our website. 

 
We must also thank ANSA for their continuing support and advice throughout the year. 
 
Additional funding  
 

• Transport for Wales – finance and support for work at the Railway Station. 
• Dabber Dames , Womens Institute group- finance and support 
• Crewe and Nantwich U3A – finance and support 
• Reaseheath College- centre bed sponsorship 
• Whitegates –financial support 
• Nantwich Partnership – Lakeside Copse signage 

 
Many thanks to the numerous local Businesses and retailers who offer support to NiB by purchasing 
baskets and planters through us or by directly sponsoring our beds and planters. 
 
In particular our thanks go to Halmans Nursery at Peover who supply the majority of our bedding plants. 
 
Our thanks also go to Crewe Road nursery and Morrisons supermarket who have supplied additional plants 
at short notice, sometimes for free. 
 
We would like to thank all the members and helpers of Nantwich in Bloom, those serving on the committee, 
past and present and all those who have cheerfully participated in our many activities to help ensure that 
Nantwich continues to look its best throughout the year. 
 
Further details of Nantwich in Bloom’s News, Projects, Supporters and Awards can be found on our website 
www.nantwichinbloom.org.  
 
We can also be found on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
 
Our newsletter our sent out quarterly, this picture illustrates  
the latest version 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Nantwich In Bloom Contact Details 
 
Chair: Sue Sherwood   suevsherwood@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Penny Rowlinson   pennyrow123@outlook.com 
 
Town Clerk, Nantwich Town Council   
nantwichtc@nantwichtowncouncil.gov.org 

http://www.nantwichinbloom.org/
mailto:pennyrow123@outlook.com
mailto:nantwichtc@nantwichtowncouncil.gov.org
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