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ChALC Report:  Double Taxation Survey  
 
Background  
At the 2021 ChALC Annual Meeting a motion was passed asking the Association to investigate 

issues associated with Double Taxation that are affecting many town and parish councils and 

to consider mechanisms to address the issues. 

A short SurveyMonkey survey was subsequently created and circulated across the ChALC 

member body in early March 2022 to identify where the provision of services could be 

duplicated by both the parish or town council and the principal authority, and to collate 

examples where town and parish councils had made investments in services for the benefit of 

their residents.  Due to some technical difficulties, the Survey was also sent out in paper form. 

This Report provides an analysis of the survey results and shares comments made by those 

who responded.  

 

Obtaining Results 
The survey has been designed to be short and simple so that it would be easy for councils to 

fill in and complete. Questions were either tick boxes or simple YES/NO responses, and there 

were a couple of more qualitive responses.  The limitations of the SurveyMonkey online 

questionnaire (our first attempt at using this system) did not allow for further comments, and 

respondents were asked to provide further comments via email.  

A total of 52 councils provided a response.  

Principal Authority  Councils Responding  

Cheshire East Council 25 

Cheshire West and Chester 23 

Halton 1 

Warrington  3 

Trafford NIL 

    

The outcomes listed below show the results from the online survey.   

N.B. Questions 1 & 2 asked for admin data, results are shown from Q3 onwards.  
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Survey Outcomes  
 

Q3. Which of these services does your parish/town council provide or manage?  
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Other services that town/parish councils provide or manage (numbers in brackets list the 

number of responses) were noted as: - 

• Allotments (4) 

• Siding out footpaths along the A34 where Cheshire East have stopped providing this 

service (1)  

• Community Transport Scheme (1)  

• Part of an area of common land that is registered as a Common under the Commons 

Registration Act 1965 (1) 

• Village Green (1)  

• Christmas Lights Mosquito (1) 

• Monitoring (local health issue) (1) 

• Floral arrangements (2)  

• Tourist Information Centre (1) 

• Benches (2) 

• RHS in Bloom bid (1)  

• Town Ranger Service (1) 

• Some small open spaces (1) 

• Events (1) 

• Town centre management (1)  

• Defibs and cabinets (1) 

• Village gateway signs (1) 

• Speed Indicator device (shared with neighbouring PC) (1) 

• Height barrier at entrance to car park (1) 

• Floodlights on car park (1) 

• Pump Track (1) 

• 11 Street lights (1) 

The responses received to this question indicates the vast range of services that local town 

and parish councils provide.   
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Q4. Which of these services does your Principal Authority also provide or manage in your 

area? 
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 Other services identified simply included: - 

• Leisure Centre 

• Speed signs 

Responses to this question demonstrate that, for the councils responding, the principal 

authority services provided are mostly around environmental maintenance  

 

Q5. If you have taken on services/assets through an asset transfer from your Principal 

Authority, have you made any financial investment to improve the asset/service? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q6. If YES, can you indicate how much you have invested?   

11 responses were received as follows: - 

• £9,000 (Poynton) 

• Public Toilets transferred at nil cost, land converted to car park at cost of £160k 

(Prestbury)  

• £6k (Tarporley) 

• Approx. £100,000 (Disley)  

• Slow increases of EMR each year (Neston)  

• Circa £150,000 (Nantwich) 

• £100,000 (Bollington) 

• C£180k on public toilets, looking at £250k project for our market hall, £130k on our 

cemetery chapel, generally more investment in active promotion/use of assets too 

(Knutsford)  

• In excess of £500,000 over the years (Alsager)  

• £5,000 (Cuddington)  

• £1,000 (Utkinton & Cotebrook)  
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Q7. If you have taken on services/assets through an asset transfer from your Principal 

Authority, has your precept had to increase? 

 

Q8. If YES, by how much has your precept increased? (£ or %)?  7 responses as follows: - 

• 4% 

• Circa £500,000 following transfer of assets (Nantwich) 

• New to position so don’t know 

• Precept in 2011 - £79k, Precept in 2022 - £438k  

• Difficult to say as they were taken on in 2013  

• £1,000 

• 9.4% 

 

Q9. If you have taken on services/assets from your Principal Authority, have you improved 

service delivery?  
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Q.10 If you have taken on services/assets from your Principal Authority, have you made cost 

savings and/or increased income? 

 

Additional Comments 
 

• The land we had transferred from CWaC was an open space area, which was cut by 

CWaC infrequently and looked tired and unkept. The Parish Council created through 

funding a War Memorial Garden for the village which was requested by residents in our 

Village Plan. A wonderful asset to the community. 

• Took over a piece of open green space and have invested in planting trees, new dog 

bin, grass and hedge cutting – this is the first year but we would imagine costs will 

increase in time. 

• CEC do not have a big enough budget to deal with all the required highways issues and 

expect the town and parishes to supply their own funding to pay for works. If the town 

and parish councils own assets, such as street lights, then it’s not unreasonable for the 

T&PC to pay for the work. This begs the question as to why a T&PC should have to 

increase or raise their precept to repair a road or problem that is not owned by them. All 

our residents see is work that needs doing and nothing happening for money they are 

obliged to pay annually 

• The Parish Council has not received any assets from its Principal Authority. However, it 

has received land from development agreements and it is currently exploring the sole 

trusteeship of the Village Hall. When recently discussing double taxation at its recent 

budget setting meeting, the Council discussed the need for a precept increase 

irrespective of devolution from the Principal Authority. With a year-on-year precept 

increase of 45%, there is an appetite to accommodate future projects and provide 

additionality for the community. The Parish Council is an authority seeking to deliver 

betterment for the community, above and beyond the service delivery of the Local 

Authority and such improvements can only be achieved with increased resource. 
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• The Parish Council provides a car park that mainly serves the village hall and bowling 

green (neither of these assets belong to the PC) but it is not regulated so anyone can 

park there.  The PC considers grants on application but does not regularly grant fund 

any service or organisation.  The grass cutting is only at the Recreation Area and Pump 

Track which are both PC owned assets.   

• Grass cutting along the verges of some residential roads is now undertaken by 

parishioners themselves or by the parish council in the absence of Cheshire East 

activities 

 

List of Respondents 
 

Crewe Green Parish Council Snelson Parish Council  Malpas Parish Council  

Comberbach Parish Council Tarvin Parish Council  Upton by Chester & District 
Parish Council  

Somerford Parish Council Mere Parish Council  Gawsworth Parish Council  

Preston Brook Parish Council Allostock Parish Council  Bollington Town Council  

Tiverton & Tilstone Fearnall 
Parish Council  

Puddington Parish Council  Mollington Parish Council  

Cuddington Parish Council Bosley Parish Council  Lymm Parish Council  

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish 
Council  

Neston Town Council  Capenhurst & Ledsham 
Parish Council  

Mobberley Parish Council  Helsby Parish Council  High Legh Parish Council  

Poynton Town Council  Croft Parish Council  Frodsham Town Council  

Guilden Sutton Parish 
Council  

Kettleshulme Parish Council Knutsford Town Council  

Newbold Astbury-cum-
Moreton Parish Council  

Brereton Parish Council  Stapeley and District Parish 
Council  

Lower Peover Parish Council  Cranage Parish Council Smallwood Parish Council  

Prestbury Parish Council  Marston Parish Council  Little Stanney & District 
Parish Council  

Tarporley Parish Council Saughall & Shotwick Park 
Parish Council  

Stoke & Hurleston Parish 
Council  

Rixton with Glazebrook 
Parish Council  

Hartford Parish Council  Alsager Town Council  

Antrobus Parish Council  Nantwich Town Council  Little Leigh Parish Council  

Mickle Trafford & District 
Parish Council  

Nether Alderley Parish 
Council 

 

Disley Parish Council  Henbury Parish Council  

 

  


