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1. Introduction
Nantwich Town - A small market town in south Cheshire, Nantwich grew through its key role in the salt
trade. The name “Nantwich” dates back to Saxon times, “Nant” meaning Vale by a riverside, and “Wich”
meaning a place where salt is found.
The town is second only to Chester in the county for its wealth of historic buildings and today still retains
much of its ancient character, attracting shoppers and visitors from all over the world. Nantwich is nestled
between the railway town of Crewe and a rural hinterland of dairy farming landscape which gives rise to the
famous Cheshire cheese. The town hosts a number of festivals including; Words and Music, Jazz and Blues
and Food and Drink. The town still holds a thrice weekly market, held mainly within the old Market Hall, and
regular Farmers’, Antiques and Craft Markets held in the town square.
“The town must benefit enormously from the efforts of the “In Bloom” group.” RHS Britain in Bloom
judges
2. Nantwich in Bloom
Nantwich in Bloom, NiB, is a local, not-for-profit organisation comprising some 30 volunteers who give freely
of time and energy to enhance our already beautiful town for the benefit of residents and visitors alike. We
also encourage the wider community to assist and take pride in our efforts.
Nantwich in Bloom operates through a committee comprising:Chair:
Vice Chairs:
Secretary:
Treasurer
Members

Sue Sherwood
Tom Deans, Mark Betteley
Hilary Slack
Penny Rowlinson
Sue Hughes, Malcolm Reid, Douglas Bowyer-Bates,
Gina Haigh, Cath Bradshaw, Stuart Bostock
(Nantwich Town Council), Sheryl Birtles

Committee members undertaking Dementia training

Our group was established nearly 50 years ago and for some time we concentrated our efforts mainly on
producing displays of annual flowers. The creation of a colourful and attractive town centre is still very
important to us and our floral displays draw favourable comment from local people; we have however added
to our activities by embracing a commitment to the steady increase of sustainable planting in our displays
and to growing more of our own plant material, as well as making greater use of recycled material. Projects
undertaken so far on wider environmental issues are listed below.
NiB members regularly attend planting, maintenance and weeding sessions around the town and undertake
other activities including:
• Designing themed displays and sourcing the plants, composts and equipment
• Organising community participation events, such as working parties with school groups, youth groups,
business’s and other local community groups and volunteers to make lasting improvements to the
local environment
• Planning and publicising fundraising events
• Generating local publicity through posters, leaflets, presentations and radio interviews
• Litter picking and other environmental clean-ups
• Removing waste and making compost
• Creating wildlife habitats including wildflower meadows and tree planting to promote biodiversity
• Coordinating competitions for local allotment holders, community venues, residential homes, retail
and business premises. Promoting Art and gardening projects at elderly peoples homes and primary
schools
• Caring for conservation areas such as Coed Wen, and our community orchard, adjacent to the river
Weaver.
• Countryside craft projects

3. Achievements and competitions
Nantwich with the support of the Town Council and the local community have regularly entered into the RHS
“Britain in Bloom” competitions and have won awards, particularly in the North West, on numerous occasions.
For the last 10 years we have been awarded the Gold Medal status by The North West in Bloom Judges and
in 2011, when we were nominated to represent the North West in the RHS national finals of the “Britain in
Bloom” competition, we were awarded a Silver Gilt.
In 2013 we achieved the coveted Biodiversity award by NW in Bloom.
In 1975 the town represented Great Britain in the “Entente Florale”
competition, achieving runner up in the International Town section.
NiB, as adopters for Nantwich station have won many awards from
“Cheshire best kept Stations”. In 2020 we were awarded Highly
Commended in the special awards category in recognition for the
continuing efforts made to keep the station looking attractive despite the
coronavirus pandemic and restrictions during the year.
4. Horticulture
Nantwich in Bloom undertakes horticultural work, on a voluntary basis, for Nantwich Town Council. We share
responsibilities with the town’s main contractor ANSA, a company set up to provide environmental services
for Cheshire East Council. NiB champions the town’s drive for recognition by NW in Bloom in their annual
competition.
A taste of the variety of our work is given below:
Permanent Planting
We are building on the progress made in recent years in developing
sustainable and bee, pollinator and wildlife friendly planting within our
larger beds. This strategy has in particular been used within our town
centre, railway station and “Welcome to Nantwich” beds located on the
outskirts of the town.
Winter and Spring Planting
Our winter/spring planting of beds, tubs and borders commences in October in conjunction with the Cheshire
East efforts, which provide a colourful display of Bellis, Wallflowers, Pansies, Polyanthus and Primulas which
later complement the spring flowering Daffodil and Tulip bulbs.

Christmas Angels light up the church planter

Spring Daffodils

Summer Planting
This year our summer planting alone consists of:
• over 3000 plants, annual and sustainable
• over 100 hanging baskets and hay mangers
• approximately 70 planters and troughs
The summer bedding displays allow us plenty of scope to design and
develop themes and colour schemes. Our main beds are located
within the town square, the library and the Swinemarket. For example,
Nantwich is working towards accreditation as a dementia friendly town
and this year we have adopted within our planting strategy the blue
and yellow colours associated with dementia charities.
Library Bed (on judging route)
A splendid example of this can be seen in the Carpet Bed outside Nantwich Library, planted by ANSA and
portraying the “forget me not” dementia emblem.

Reaseheath College Bed (on judging route)
Nantwich in Bloom has worked with Reaseheath College horticulture staff and students over the past six
years to extend there practical horticultural experience in projects benefiting the local community. This year
the summer bedding scheme in the town square central bed has been designed and planted by Reaseheath
College adult horticulture students, to commemorate 100 years since the College was established as the
Cheshire College of Agriculture in 1921. The bed has Reaseheath’s blue and gold logo as well as ‘100’
planted out in lobelia, begonias and marigolds. The colour scheme also ties in well with the town’s overall
‘dementia friendly’ theme.

Garden Memories Bed (on judging route)
In line with this year’s general theme of support for Dementia Friendly
Nantwich, we decided to dedicate one of the town centre beds to a
planting scheme designed to trigger memories of home gardens from the
middle part of the last century. We included:
• features such as a birdbath, obelisks and even the garden path!
• scented blooms (honeysuckle, sweet peas, roses, sweet william,
lavender etc.)
• brightly coloured flowers (dahlias, begonias, snapdragons)
• old friends (lobelia, geranium)
• grasses
Over 85% of the plants in the beds were raised by Nantwich in Bloom
volunteers on our allotment, so continuing our commitment to positive
environmental intervention, here for example by reducing our carbon
footprint in terms of transport.

Church Containers (on judging route)
In June this year we replaced our rotten planters at the front of the church with
new steel planters. Although the expense was considerable and installation was
difficult we believe that the correct choice was made and these planters will serve
us well for many years to come. In future we are proposing to plant up these
containers with permanent sustainable planting.

Church Well Octagonal Planters (on judging route)
Members of the local WI planted out a blue and yellow design to symbolise a ‘Forget me not’ in their
sponsored planter in the Church Well outside St Mary’s Church. This was mirrored by members of Crewe &
Nantwich U3A, planting a similar design in the adjacent planter. The Dabber Dames will also supply and
plant a commemorative crab apple tree in the Community Orchard in the winter, to join the Conference pear
tree that they planted previously.

Civic Hall Planting (on judging route)
The bed located outside the front of the civic hall along with its baskets and tubs have been planted by
members of the town council staff, who work inside the hall.

The John Gerard Herb Planter (on judging route)
NiB tend a planter dedicated to the renowned herbalist and plantsman John Gerard,
born in Nantwich in 1545. This is situated outside the Museum and we change the
focus of the display every year. Recent contents have featured herbs historically used
in the household and kitchen; herbs used for domestic and commercial dyeing; and this
year herbs with properties to support health and wellbeing. This theme ties in with an
exhibition currently in preparation at the Museum on the medical and therapeutic use
of herbs. Nantwich in Bloom members have contributed to this display in collaboration
with Museum volunteers.
A leaflet explaining the plants in the John Gerard planter is produced annually and is
available to local visitors to pick up when visiting the town or Museum.
Railway Station (on judging route)
The theme of Time (thyme) and Travel has been used in the design for the bed and planters on the
Shrewsbury Platform at Nantwich Station.
•
•
•

The thyme and herbs in the Crewe platform beds gave us this idea and we created a wheel design
using the colours of Transport for Wales (red and silver).
Cinerarias and cordylines create the outline of the wheel and the inner sections are filled with red
salvias and geraniums.
The circular shape and similar planting was used in the planters on both platforms.

Allotments (on judging route)
The town has four traditional allotment sites and in autumn 2019 NiB were excited to be given the opportunity
to take on an allotment plot on the town’s Brookfield site. This meant we could realise a long-held ambition
to enhance our green credentials by
• propagating and raising a significant percentage of plants used in our designs
• improving sustainability by ‘rehoming’ and tending plants so that they can be used again in later
seasons’ designs
• making compost and mulch
• using rainwater whenever possible
• continue planting to benefit bees, pollinators and wildlife
• using reclaimed/recycled materials
• extending our contacts in the local community

Takeover, October 2019

June 2021

Forthcoming projects at the allotment site include joining other allotment holders in renovating and tending a
currently overgrown plot, dedicating it to native plants and other wild flowers.

Nantwich Community Orchard (on judging route)
The orchard was established in 2008 and now consists of forty-five trees – mainly apple varieties, plus a few
pear and plum trees. It contains long-established cultivars, including some particular to Cheshire.
Routine maintenance is guided by a management plan. The tasks include: weeding and edging the cleared
areas around the trees; applying fertiliser; tree pruning; and grass cutting. Horticultural students from
Reaseheath College would normally assist us in these tasks, providing valuable experience for the students
and contributing to their formal education. Due to the pandemic, it has not been possible this year.
The on-site information regarding the fruit types and varieties is complemented by a more in-depth guide,
providing details about the characteristics of the fruit, and the history and names of the varieties. This is
available through our website.

5. Environmental Responsibility
It is becoming increasingly difficult to draw the line between out Horticultural work and our Environmental
work as the two areas regularly tend to merge into one.
The Nantwich One Environmental Group, organised through Cheshire East, includes members of NiB,
Nantwich Partnership and local environmental groups. The group has met regularly in 2021 to discuss
environmental issues including management of all 13 “Green Areas” within the geographic boundaries of the
town. Cheshire East’s objective is to seek local support in the management of these areas.
One such is Coed Wen, a wooded 5 acre area originally planted
in 2004 by local schoolchildren and community groups including
NiB. NiB have now taken on the lead role in managing this
important woodland and wildlife habitat. Recently we have
undertaken a survey of the Ash trees in the area, reporting to
Cheshire East the number of trees (40 approx.) affected by the
Ash Dieback disease. We have also written a report for the
environmental agency concerning the erosion of the river bank
which borders the woodland.
NiB is also represented on the steering group for the future
development of the Barony Park and is also involved in the
friends of Brookfield Park development. These parks are the
prime recreational parks within the town.
The Copse
NiB have recently planted some 22 young native tree saplings which
have been transferred from Coed Wen and replanted in an area adjacent
to Nantwich Lake. This small copse will serve as a reminder to the local
community in remembrance of the hardships suffered under the
coronavirus pandemic. A competition is underway to for schoolchildren
to dedicate a name to the copse.

Restoration of the Willow feature
A cooperative project involving a large number of local volunteers has been the restoration of a Willow ‘circle’
originally planted over 10 years ago which had become overgrown, nettle bound and unusable!
Dead wood and detritus were cleared from the original area, a woven willow boundary hedge planted using
prunings from coppicing the willow, the entrance tunnel reinstated, a living willow wigwam created, paths laid
out and topped with bark chippings and a variety of sustainable methods used to remove and control the
nettles.
Future plans are to continue to coppice the mature willows in rotation to provide material for further willow
structures, remove nettles, maintain the paths and plant a variety of wild flowers.

Neglected Willow feature before renovation

Weaving and nettle clearing in progress

This year we have started to undertake trials using Peat Free compost (to be seen on judging route).
We are trialling three different peat free composts within our town centre troughs with a view to assessing
them against more traditional peat based multi purpose composts usually bought at garden centres.
The town councils watering contractor, ANSA, uses a sustainable/recyclable water supply for the watering
of beds, troughs and baskets throughout the town.
Towards the end of june, this year, a new solar watering system has been installed at the railway station
to ensure that the hanging baskets are automatically watered in this harsh environment. (to be seen on
judging route)
We are again undertaking our Balsam bashing exercise, whereby many volunteers walk throughout the
town areas on the banks of the river weaver identifying the balsam and eradicating the plants to stop them
from releasing their seeds.
6. Community Participation
Nantwich in Bloom does not work in isolation and works alongside many other community groups in the town.
The aims and objectives of these groups are similarly aligned and so the overall effect of their combined
efforts is greater than if each worked alone. We have undertaken talks at fundraising events for a number of
local groups, U3A and Rotary Club being two such organisations.
Nantwich Partnership
The Nantwich Partnership was formed in 2014 to discuss and plan aspects of the town development and
includes representatives from Nantwich Town Council, Cheshire East Council, the Church, the Civic Society
and NiB.
The partnership group also assist with the funding of projects, including Mill Island recreation area, see below
under civic society and we at NiB have been fortunate to have had recent benefit from this with assistance
funding the new church planters and an external water supply within the town centre area.
Nantwich Litter Pickers
NiB have a close relationship with Nantwich Litter Group, a well-established group which has monthly picks.
A second group, Nantwich Litter Action, was set up in 2020, whose volunteers mainly pick on their own
initiative, with occasional group picks. Both groups support NiB to ensure that the town looks its very best
throughout the year.

Nantwich Civic Society
The Nantwich Civic Society has been established for over 50 years and forms a vital link between the Town
Council and the community. We are pleased to work alongside the civic society and share the same values
in improving the overall ambiance and attractiveness of the town. This year the civic society promoted the
idea of creating an area, on Mill Island, where people can sit and enjoy this large open space close to the
river and town centre. The design is intended to blend in with and respect the area with its low boulders and
wooden seats and includes 5 new trees.

Mill Island recreation

Areas of School involvement
There are six primary schools in the Nantwich area:
Weaver Primary School
St Anne’s Catholic Primary School
Nantwich Academy
Millfields Primary School
Highfield Primary School
Pear Tree Primary
The primary schools in Nantwich continue to be very keen to take part in NiB
initiatives.
For the fourth year we have invited them to take part in a “Planted Pot
Project” where we supply a pot to be decorated and planted up. Our theme
this year is “Five a Day”. The children have been very enthusiastic and
successful with some lovely vegetables grown.
Following on from this project we will attend an assembly at each school to
present our Green Fingers award certificates. We will also present them with
a variety of bulbs to cheer their pots up in spring.
NiB often work with school groups, alongside other community groups, and
have been invited to sow seeds, plant native wildflowers and install insect
hotels and Bee houses, to instill an appreciation of the environment in our
youngsters.

Communities Competition
This year we expanded the 2020 decorated and planted pots project to
elderly people’s homes and community venues. The theme is “Days Gone
By” to link with gardens and plants from our past.
Pots and compost have been provided, photos are being taken and
certificates will be awarded to all participants. One group of enthusiastic
residents has created a beautiful portfolio of their gardening activities,
illustrated by a poem and photos.(to be seen on judging route).

NiB would normally hold a number of community competitions
throughout the year, but due to the corona virus pandemic we have had
to curtail most of these events. However on 4th August the town retail
businesses will be judged by the Mayor of Nantwich and Sue Hughes
from NiB.
2020 mayors judging

7. Future Aspirations
In this ever-changing environment, Nantwich in Bloom realises that it too needs to keep moving forward and
adapt to the current financial situation.
As such we have this year written a future planning document with short, medium and longer term
proposals which should help us going forward. A number of items have already been actioned.
The following points are under consideration presently:
• Using more sustainable planting, for example using plants that require less watering, are more
drought tolerant and by planting herbaceous perennials and herbs rather than just annual bedding
plants.
• Further co ordination with the Cheshire East Environmental Group, Woodland Trust, Wildlife Trust
and all other “like minded” associations in planting of trees, hedges and wildflowers, thereby attracting
wildlife into the urban environment.
• Continuing our work and educate local schoolchildren in understanding aspects of horticulture and
assist in planting to attract wildlife.
• Linking into the local community concept, via the town’s Partnership Group, to promote environmental
and “green” issues to the town.
• Work with Cheshire East and Nantwich Town Councils’ in making definitive identification of all the
various green areas within the town boundary, thus enabling contractual arrangements to be entered
into to maintain/improve these sites.

8. Sponsorship, Finance and Acknowledgements
Our main sponsor Nantwich Town Council continues to support us financially with an annual grant whilst
also offering us maintenance and administrative support, in particular the management of our website.
We must also thank ANSA for their continuing support and advice throughout the year, in particular, in this
pandemic period, where working conditions have been severely under strain.
Nantwich Partnership has been particularly supportive this past year in securing funding for a number of
NiB initiatives and projects including:
• Water tap in town centre
• New church planters (part funding)
• Signage for new copse
Additional funding
• Transport for Wales – finance and support for work at the Railway Station.
• Engie – financial regeneration grant
• Dabber Dames , Womens Institute group- finance and support
• Crewe and Nantwich U3A – finance and support
• Reaseheath College- centre bed sponsorship
• Whitegates –financial support

Many thanks to the numerous local Businesses and retailers who offer support to NiB by purchasing
baskets and planters through us or by directly sponsoring our beds and planters.
In particular our thanks go to Halmans Nursery at Peover who supply the majority of our bedding plants. Our
thanks also go to Crewe Road nursery and Morrisons supermarket who have supplied additional plants at
short notice, sometimes for free.
Many thanks for the financial donations from local residents and the purchase of raffle tickets in support of
our work.

Raffle Ticket

We would like to thank all the members of Nantwich in Bloom, those serving on the committee, past and
present and all those who have cheerfully participated in our many activities to help ensure that Nantwich
continues to look its best throughout the year.
Further details of Nantwich in Bloom’s News, Projects, Supporters and Awards can be found on our website
www.nantwichinbloom.org.
We can also be found on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Nantwich In Bloom Contact Details
Chair: Sue Sherwood suevsherwood@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Penny Rowlinson pennyrow123@outlook.com
Town Clerk, Nantwich Town Council
nantwichtc@nantwichtowncouncil.gov.org

