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Cover photograph: Summer and sustainable planting by Nantwich in Bloom in The Square (16/6/19)
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Nantwich – its history and character
Nantwich is a small market town in south Cheshire situated next to the River Weaver. From Roman
times to the 19th century the town’s economy was focused on the production of salt from the local
brine springs. The name ‘Nantwich’ has Anglo-Saxon origins: wich referring to a place where salt
was produced, and Nant is derived from ‘named’ or ‘well-regarded’.
At the heart of the town lies the magnificent medieval church of St Mary, founded in the 12th
century. It managed to remain unscathed when many of the surrounding buildings were destroyed
by a great fire in the winter of 1583-4. The subsequent rebuilding of the town owes much to the
financial generosity of Elizabeth I: some of the most impressive black and white, half-timbered
buildings in the town centre date to this time. During the English Civil War, the Royalists laid siege
to the town, ending with the Battle of Nantwich in 1644. Until the 1830s Nantwich’s prosperity was
helped by its location on the main road from London to Chester (and on to Holyhead). This history
has made an indelible mark on the town’s architecture. Nantwich is second to Chester in the county
for the number of historic structures that have been given statutory protection as Listed Buildings.
Nantwich has a population of about 18,000 residents, and is served by good road and rail links,
being only four and a half miles from Crewe. The town’s historic character and rural environs are
major factors in attracting visitors and shoppers, benefitting from a variety of independent shops,
plus cafés and restaurants. Dairy farming is a key aspect of the local rural economy, including the
production of the distinctive Cheshire cheese. The town hosts an annual agricultural show, which
features the International Cheese and Dairy Awards: 2018 saw over 6,000 entries from thirty
countries. The Food and Drink Festival also brings many people to the town and complements the
thrice-weekly market, held mainly in the old Market Hall, and a monthly Farmers’ Market in the
town square. In addition, the town hosts a Jazz and Blues Music Festival and a Words and Music
Festival. Both take place annually and attract visitors from far and wide. The Sealed Knot reenactment of the Battle of Nantwich each January also brings many visitors into the town.

Crown Hotel, High Street (16/6/19)
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Nantwich in Bloom
Nantwich in Bloom is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation, which was established about fortyfive years ago in order to enhance the appearance of the town through floral displays. In addition
to planting and the associated work to keep these displays in good order and weed free (achieved
through regular working parties of our dozen or so volunteers), current activities include
maintaining a community orchard, and helping to create and enhance wildlife habitats. We
frequently work with other community groups, Reaseheath College and local primary schools.
Our objectives are:
•

To promote horticultural excellence, environmental quality, sustainability and biodiversity in
order to enhance the quality of life and provide pleasure to the local community.

•

To identify local areas of concern for improvement within the town, maintain and manage
property and amenity areas under our care.

•

To encourage the participation and support of the local community to make positive and
lasting improvements to the Nantwich environment.

•

To work in partnership with other organisations and societies with similar objectives.

•

To co-ordinate the town’s participation in various competitions, including Britain in Bloom.

•

To conduct fundraising activities, actively seeking grants, sponsorship and other funding
from local authorities and businesses as appropriate.

Through its work, Nantwich in Bloom aims to improve the local environment and to help ensure
that Nantwich continues to be a delightful and vibrant place to live, work and visit.
Nantwich in Bloom, with the support of Nantwich Town Council and working in partnership with
other local community groups, has regularly entered and won many awards in the Royal
Horticultural Society’s north west of England annual ‘In Bloom’ competition. In 2011 we were
nominated to represent the region in the RHS national finals of the Britain in Bloom competition.
We have also won numerous awards for our work as adopters of Nantwich Railway Station.
We receive about two thirds of our finance from Nantwich Town Council. Additional money comes
from sponsorship, donations and through our fundraising efforts, such as an annual coffee morning.
Many businesses and retailers in the town support Nantwich in Bloom by purchasing hanging
baskets from us. We publicise our activities through our page on the Town Council website (which
features spring, summer and autumn newsletters, and the current year’s portfolio) and on
Facebook. Our work at the community orchard in the last year has been featured on local radio and
in the press.
The Nantwich in Bloom committee, which meets every month, comprises: Chairperson, Sue
Sherwood; Vice Chairs, Mark Betteley and Tom Deans; Treasurer, Penny Rowlinson; Minutes
Secretary, Hilary Slack; Social Secretary, Gina Haig; Councillors Stuart Bostock and Stephanie
Wedgwood (Nantwich Town Council); Douglas Bowyer-Bates; Cath Bradshaw; Nicola Dooley; Sue
Hughes; Steve Otter; Malcolm Reid; June Twelves.
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Our areas of horticultural responsibility
Nantwich in Bloom shares horticultural responsibilities in the town with Ansa, a company providing
environmental services to Cheshire East Council. The areas for which Nantwich in Bloom is currently
responsible are spread throughout the town and consist of:
•
•
•
•

Particular flower beds and containers in the town square and next to St Mary’s Church
Flower beds and containers at Nantwich Railway Station
Two flower beds on the outskirts of the town
The community orchard in Nantwich Riverside park

This work contributes to our objectives of enhancing the town, aiding public enjoyment,
increasing horticultural awareness and understanding, community involvement, and pursuing
sustainable environmental practices.

Town centre planting
Late autumn to spring
Our planting of flower beds, planters, tubs and borders started in October and was done in
conjunction with the work undertaken by Ansa. Bellis, wallflowers, pansies, primulas, hyacinths,
tulips and small daffodils were used to create colourful displays, while Cineraria was used to define
areas of planting. The focus of our planting was the semi-circular flower bed in The Square,
opposite the war memorial. In 2014 a memorial to Second Lieutenant Stanley Boughey VC, who
was killed in Palestine in 1917, was placed at the front of the bed. This year, the autumn – spring
planting of the central section of the semi-circular bed represented a First World War medal ribbon.

The semi-circular flower bed in The Square (5/4/19)
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Nantwich in Bloom floral displays in The Square (10/4/19)

A Nantwich in Bloom planter outside St Mary’s Church (22/3/19)

In addition to the planting in the town centre, there were swathes of daffodils on the outskirts of
the town. This year the best displays were along the eastern end of Beam Street and next to the
grave of First Lieutenant Arthur Brown of the United States Army Air Force, in Nantwich Riverside
park.
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An example of a colourful display by Ansa in Pillory Street (30/3/19)

One of the flower beds planted by Ansa next to Nantwich Library (10/4/19)
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Summer to early autumn
We are building on the progress made in recent years in developing sustainable and wildlifefriendly planting by greatly increasing the proportion of insect pollinator-friendly and perennial
plants in the larger beds in The Square. Such plants include Hebe, Kniphofia, Salvia and lavender.
This strategy of sustainable planting has also been adopted at the railway station and at the two
‘Welcome to Nantwich’ flower beds on the outskirts of the town (noted below).

A bed of sustainable planting in The Square, planted and maintained by Nantwich in Bloom (5/6/19)

This year we are further emphasising wildlife-friendly planting and the ecological importance of
insect pollinators by concentrating on the theme of ‘Bees and Butterflies’ for other flower beds in
The Square. Within the semi-circular flower bed, we have created a stylised butterfly using plants
that will give bold colours when massed and includes marigolds, lavender and Salvia, which are
friendly to pollinating insects.
In an adjacent bed we have focused on bees as pollinators and as a key feature have installed a
garden composter in the form of a beehive, here repurposed as a planter. All plants in the bed are
recognised as being attractive to pollinators and have a relatively long flowering season. The flight
path of the bees leading to the ‘hive’ is represented by a line of particularly favoured food sources
such as lavender, thyme, hyssop, nemesia and nepeta. In our display we also planned to include
some, or all, of the following: Coreopsis, Cosmos, dahlia, Gaura, Heliotropium, marigold (French and
native), Nicotiana, Salvia, sunflower, Tagetes, Verbena (bonariensis / rigida). Just under fifty
percent of the plants were grown directly from seed in an attempt to limit the environmental
impact of transportation. The final choice of planting has depended on plant maturity and weather
conditions. Where bedding plants are included, we have chosen varieties with an open or single
flower face as these are more likely to be beneficial to insect life.
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The importance of plants attractive to insect pollinators has also been recognised by the
parishioners of St Mary’s Church through the establishment of a flower bed next to the church,
which includes plants such as Campanula, Salvia and foxgloves.
Practicalities mean that bedding plants will continue to be used for our summer displays in
planters, containers and hanging baskets around the town centre, but again we aim increase those
plants most favoured by insect pollinators.

The stylised butterfly in the semi-circular bed in The Square, a few days after planting (18/6/19)

The ‘beehive’ bed shortly after its completion (22/6/19)
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Railway station floral displays
As Station Adopters we have worked with Arriva Trains Wales and Transport for Wales to improve
the planted environment on and around the station for the benefit and enjoyment of passengers.
Two years ago, two of the three raised beds at the station (those on the Crewe-bound platform)
were heightened. This allowed more soil to be added to aid planting, as well as providing additional
seating area for waiting passengers. These two south-facing beds were replanted with sustainable
perennial plants suitable for a shallow, well-drained soil in an exposed sunny position. They were
selected to provide interest all the year round with evergreen coloured, variegated leaves and a
range of flowering times. The plants were also chosen to reflect Nantwich’s heritage: cheesemaking
and dairying – grasses such as blue fescue, pheasant grass and Stipa tenuissima; salt-making – with
coastal plants such as sea thrift; and to John Gerard and his famous herbal (first published in 1597)
with a range of herbs including sage, thyme, lavender and rosemary. Other plants were selected for
their suitability to thrive in a drier environment; shrubs such as Convolvulus cneorum, and
evergreen herbaceous plants such as Kniphofia and Bergenia. This planting is supplemented with
Pelargoniums and Cineraria in the summer, both adapted to dry conditions, and other bedding
plants.
Many spring bulbs have also been planted in the raised beds and in the five wooden planters
donated by Arriva Trains Wales – crocuses, large and small varieties of daffodils, and some
Agapanthus to continue flowering into the summer. In the winter and early spring, pansies,
primulas and hyacinths provide the bulk of the colour in the beds and containers on the platforms.
In the summer, hanging baskets, sourced by Nantwich in Bloom, are placed along the platformfacing elevation of the old station building (now an Indian restaurant). The baskets are watered by a
solar-powered irrigation system, linked to water butts containing rainwater collected from the roof
of the restaurant. This collected water is also available for watering the beds and containers on the
platforms. Additional colour in the summer is provided by bedding plants – in the planters and in
the central section (mainly) of the raised bed on the Shrewsbury-bound platform.

The southerly raised bed on the Crewe-bound platform (17/3/19)
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The northerly raised bed on the Crewe-bound platform (10/6/19)

Flower beds on the outskirts of the town
Last year, two timber-edged raised flower beds were constructed around the welcoming “Nantwich
Award Winning Floral Town” signs, next to the roads leading into the town: Shrewbridge Road, near
Nantwich Lake; and Middlewich Road, close to the playing fields on the Barony.
Most of the plants in these beds, like those at the renewed beds at the railway station, are droughttolerant. They include grasses, sea thrift, sage, thyme and cotton lavender. Hardy, insect pollinatorfriendly plants, such as Hebe, have also been introduced. In the spring, daffodils provided additional
colour and structure (as shown in the photograph on the contents page – taken 23/3/19). Again,
being mindful of our impact on the environment, the selection of drought-tolerant plants reduces
the need to water (at locations where there is no available water supply nearby).
Primary school children assisted with the planting at one of the locations.

The raised bed next to Middlewich Road (5/6/19)
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Community orchard
The community orchard has grown sizeably since its establishment in 2008 when four apple trees
were planted. There are now forty-five trees, of which thirty-eight are varieties of apples (eaters,
cookers and dual purpose), three are varieties of pears, there are two damsons, a plum and a
greengage. To help preserve and maintain old fruit varieties, the trees planted include traditional
cultivars from Cheshire and northern England.
To celebrate the orchard’s tenth anniversary, a new information panel was produced to replace the
existing signage. The new sign provides details about the types of trees, indicated by coloured
bands painted on the tree stakes. Metal tags, specifying the fruit type and variety, have been
attached to the trees. The new sign, together with the painted stakes and information on the metal
tags, have all been devised to help the local community explore and investigate the orchard, in
addition to the joy of sampling the fruit.

Unveiling the new orchard sign by the Mayor of Nantwich, Councillor David Marren, in October 2018

The orchard – the trees themselves and the surrounding grassland vegetation – is important for the
biodiversity of the area, for example in attracting pollinating insects. The grass around the trees is
cut regularly throughout the main growing season. This is currently done by Ansa. The mowing
regime facilitates access through the orchard, as well as recognising the needs of nature
conservation. Native bluebells have been planted throughout the site, while dandelions and
buttercups also provide a valuable food source for insects. The damp grassland in the spring and
early summer provides an important habitat for butterflies. The orchard lies immediately adjacent
to a volunteer-led recording transect for Butterfly Conservation (the national body concerned with
monitoring and conserving butterflies and moths).
One of the last trees to be planted was a ‘Conference’ pear. This was a gift from the Dabber Dames,
Women’s Institute group, as part of a WI campaign in Cheshire to plant more trees to help mitigate
the effects of climate change. The tree was used by the Dabber Dames this year to further highlight
climate change through their Show the Love campaign.
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‘Conference’ pear tree adorned with hearts for the Dabber Dames’ Show the Love campaign (5/19)

The orchard plays a significant role in formal education. Reaseheath College students come to the
orchard each year to learn about orchard management, including pruning, top dressing and
weeding. This year two winter pruning workshops, led by Harry Delaney (a former Reaseheath
lecturer in horticulture and an apple expert), have been held at the orchard.

Harry Delaney conducting a winter pruning workshop at the orchard (31/1/19)
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Coed Wen Community Woodland
This woodland is situated next to the River Weaver on the southern edge of the town. It was
created in 2004 and is formed of birch, ash, alder and oak trees, and is a haven for wildlife.
Over the years a variety of wildlife enhancement projects have been undertaken by Nantwich in
Bloom and other community groups, often involving children from local primary schools and in the
Scout Movement. Working through the Nantwich Partnership (see the section on the participation
with community groups), we continue to be involved in the sowing of wildflower seeds and the
planting of bulbs of native wildflowers in order to create a rich (biodiverse) grassland habitat. In
response to a suggestion by the North West in Bloom judges in 2017, Nantwich Partnership
provided funding last year for the establishment of an ‘outdoor classroom’ formed of five wooden
benches, thus giving a sheltered base for children to learn about the natural environment.

Working with schools
The primary schools in Nantwich continue to be very keen to take part in any Nantwich in Bloom
initiative. For the third year running we have organised a Planted Pot project, where we supply the
schools with a large pot to be decorated, together with the compost and seeds. These pots are then
displayed in the town centre, next to St Mary’s Church.
Our theme for the Planted Pot project for this year is plants for pollinators. We have asked that the
pots contain a pollen and nectar ‘bar’ of flowers to feed pollinating insects. This year we have also
been approached by a local nursery school and a residential retirement home to join in this project
and we look forward to displaying their pots for the benefit of pollinating insects, and the residents
and the visitors to Nantwich. Considering this interest, we may extend this creative activity in the
future to pre-school children and adults of more advanced years.
Following the Planted Pot project, we will attend an assembly at all the schools in the autumn to
present our Green Fingers Award certificates. At the same time, we will give the schools a pack of
spring flowering bulbs, with instructions on how to grow a ‘bulb lasagne’ for their pots.

A Green Fingers Award certificate

12

Planting up a pot with spring flowering bulbs. ‘Lasagne’ planting recipe

1. Place a layer of crocks or stones at the bottom of your pot.
2. Cover this with a deep layer of compost.
3. Plant the tulip bulbs next, pointed end up.
4. Cover the tulip bulbs with a layer of compost so they are completely hidden.
5. Next place the daffodil bulbs around the pot on top of the compost and cover these with compost.
6. Cover the daffodil bulbs with a layer of compost.
7. Finally place the crocus bulbs on top of the compost and cover them with a shallow layer of compost.
8. Water the pot so that the compost is moist.
9. Place in a sheltered spot and wait for spring!
10. Take a photograph of the spring bulbs flowering in your pot.

Over the past year we have also been working with Greenspaces (CIC) – a local community interest
company – who obtained funds to work with primary schools to create a new wildflower meadow
at Coed Wen Community Woodland. Local primary school children were invited to sow seeds, plant
native wildflowers, and install insect hotels and bee houses.

Pupils from Pear Tree Primary School sowing wildflower seeds at Coed Wen (4/19)
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Participation of community groups
Nantwich in Bloom carries out practical work with other voluntary groups aiming to improve the
environment of the town, notably Nantwich Civic Society and the Rotary Club of Nantwich. We also
have a close relationship with Nantwich Litter Group (a well-established group of volunteers
who organise their own litter picks across Nantwich). Every year since 2012, in the days leading up
to the North West in Bloom judging, the members of the Nantwich Litter Group have been out in
force to ensure the town looks its very best.
Nantwich in Bloom acts as a representative on the Environmental Group of Nantwich Partnership.
The Partnership was formed in 2013 as an independent, non-political grouping of local
organisations. Its purpose is to attract substantial inward investment into the town and is focused
on the improvement of the public realm. As well as voluntary bodies, members of the Partnership
include local businesses, together with Nantwich Town Council and Cheshire East Council. The
Partnership is currently drawing up plans to enhance two town centre areas: the Old Biot (a brine
spring) and Mill Island (see also the section entitled ‘Plans and aspirations’, below).
To promote our message about the ecological importance of pollinating insects we are working
with the Craft Group at Nantwich Museum to produce bees and butterflies made from willow. The
Group has plans to produce bunting using unbleached calico dyed with natural vegetable dye.
These items will be used to complement the floral displays around the town in the summer.

Members of Nantwich Museum Craft Group with the willow bees and butterflies they have made (6/19)

Allotments
Nantwich Town Council has four allotment sites: two at Brookfield Park; one nearby off Wellington
Road; and one next to Welshman’s Lane. The Town Council operates a waiting list for the sites, and
it is the Council’s policy is to allocate plots to residents living within its boundary.
Nantwich in Bloom recognises the hard work undertaken by allotment holders and presents
certificates every year to those achieving the best results.
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Nantwich in Bloom’s competitions
This year, as in previous years, Nantwich in Bloom has organised annual competitions for the
following:
•
•
•

Community/care homes – judged by Tom Deans and Sue Hughes (Nantwich in Bloom)
Commercial premises – judged by Margaret Thrower (horticulturalist, Shrewsbury)
Allotments – judged by Iain Clarke (Head of Llysfasi, Coleg Cambria) and Tom Deans

Our annual competition awards event is held in the autumn to recognise the tremendous efforts
that individuals, organisations and businesses make, to ensure our town remains attractive.

Plans and aspirations
•

INFORMING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND RAISING OUR PROFILE
We will continue to inform the local community about the work that we do and raise the
profile of Nantwich in Bloom, hopefully helping to increase our volunteer base, through:
attendance at community group events staged by Nantwich Town Council; regular updates
to our webpage on the Nantwich Town Council website and via social media; and features in
the local press and on local radio stations.

•

REUSE AND RECYCLING PLASTIC, AND REDUCING ITS USE
In addition to repotting perennial plants, such as primulas, for continued use, plus the
disposal of our ‘green’ waste so that it can be composted, we will continue using coffee
grounds as a fertiliser/mulch. We will also reuse and recycle plastic plant pots and trays,
with the aim of reducing our use of plastic to an absolute minimum.

•

COMMUNITY ORCHARD
Over the coming year we intend to produce an illustrated guide of the fruit trees in the
orchard, which will be available on the Nantwich in Bloom webpage on the Nantwich Town
Council website. We also hope to organise community fruit-tasting events at the orchard.

•

RAILWAY STATION
Working with Transport for Wales, we plan to improve the large bed on the Shrewsburybound platform this autumn to the same standard as the beds on the Crewe-bound
platform. This will necessitate removing the smaller plants and give us the opportunity to
replant with more sustainable perennial planting. We hope Transport for Wales will assist us
in providing guttering on the passenger shelters, plus water butts, so that more rainwater
can be collected for watering. We intend also to maintain closer links with Cheshire Best
Kept Stations, providing them with regular updates on our work at the station.

•

CIVIC AMENITY ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS
As members of Nantwich Partnership, we have contributed to proposals being drawn up by
the Partnership to create a viewing platform, with seating, next to the River Weaver and
incorporating the Old Biot, which was the focus of the town’s medieval salt industry. The
Partnership is also producing plans for a public meeting point on the nearby Mill Island,
which will include seating and a children’s play area.
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